
Wenn ihr in ein Haus kommt, so sagt als erstes: Friede deinem Haus! (Lutherbibel 
1984) 
 
When you enter a house, say first: “Peace to your house! (personal translation) 
 

—Luke 10.5 
 
Being sent by the Lord into the harvest is very much the sacramental endeavor—
using the very physicality of one’s being in service to the mandate and promise 
of the Lord Himself: utilizing feet and legs and swaying arms, which themselves 
set circulation in motion, granting impulse to lungs that instigate and 
perpetuate the grand cycle of oxygen (inspiration) to carbon dioxide 
(expiration). All of this then comes together either in a clearly-defined space 
that is designed to be physically-occupied and to be verbally-imbued by your 
“Peace to your house!” for a son of peace, or, unfortunately but at times 
necessarily so, at the gates of the locale, where the only element that seeks to 
cling to you (that is, your feet, among all things) is the negligible dust, which 
one must, in the end, ultimately decline. 
 
Entrance and exit, arrival and departure, advance and withdrawal, “Yes” and 
“No.” That’s what the sacramental life, life in and with Christ Jesus, entails. 
Distinguishing one from the other is a great gift of the Spirit unto us—“a daring, 
bold confidence in the promises of God”—where God’s “No”, seemingly 
universal in its scope and reach, is suddenly nowhere to be found, and only 
God’s “Yes” fills the room and lingers in the marvelous acoustic. There, where 
faith in God abounds, peace from God pervades and abides and endures, even 
and especially with countless scars to endure, and then to profess before the 
world. 
 
There even you and I, baptized into that reality of scars received and revealed, 
find a place, and find further that our physicality is set in motion—with God’s 
“Yes” being further found in the most (un?)surprising of places. 
 
“From this we must consider that Christ is in us not only accor- 
ding to the indwelling understood as love but also by a natural 
participation . . .” 
 
—Cyril of Alexandria, On the Gospel according to the John, 
quoted in the Apology of the Augsburg Confession, Article XI ¶ 4 
 

Robert Kolb and Timothy J. Wengert, eds., The Book of Concord: Confessions of  
the Evangelical Lutheran Church (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2000), 185. 
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Do I make my plans according to the 
flesh, ready to say “Yes, yes” and “No, 
no” at the same time?  
 
As surely as God is faithful, our word to 
you has not been Yes and No. For the 
Son of God, Jesus Christ, whom we 
proclaimed among you, . . . was not Yes 
and No, but in him it is always Yes. For 
all the promises of God find their Yes in 
him. 
 
That is why it is through him that we 
utter our Amen to God for his glory. 
And it is God who establishes us with 
you in Christ, and has anointed us, and 
who has also put his seal on us and given 
us his Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee. 
 

––2 Cor. 1.17-22 ESV 
 
 

 
 
 
For the harvests of the Spirit, 
 Thanks be to God. 
For the good we all inherit, 
 Thanks be to God. 
For the wonders that astound us, 
For the truths that still confound us, 
Most of all, that love has found us, 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

—For the Fruits of His Creation, stz. 3, 
Lutheran Service Book #894 
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Zukünftige russische Prediger, Teil 2 
 

As mentioned in last month’s newsletter, 5-9 December found me back in 
Koltushi (without my translator Aleksei, however, who required surgery at the 
end of the year, which went successfully, thanks be to God), teaching the 
second week of the first intensive preaching course. I devoted this particular 
week not to sermon preparation and construction (which was covered in the 
November week) but to sermon delivery in its various aspects: art of 
memorization, aspects of speech, use of non-verbal communicative forms, and 
so on. The students gave their sermons to their peers (not an easy task) from 
memory, with peer and instructor critique following. 
 

Sure enough, my students proved themselves to be rather good oral 
communicators. Sure, there was initial hesitance—if not also some initial 
resistance—with respect to the task of and delivery from memory, but at the 
very least, they learned a time-honored form of sermon delivery from which 
they can grow. And grow they did! In fact, they proved to do so well that we 
felt that only two rounds of sermon delivery sufficed (as opposed to the three 
rounds that I built into the week). Evaluations were completed and feedback 
given, concluding another successful week. 
 

I’m now finishing the preparation for my next course, Hermeneutics and 
History of Exegesis (biblical interpretation), to occur in mid-January. 
 

Elizabeth’s Ecke 
 

In a past newsletter, I mentioned finding a sitter to watch Helene while I work 
on a book. I wanted to write a bit more about what I am working on in this 
month’s newsletter. In 2014, my first book, an in-depth Bible study on the 
book of Ruth (Ruth: More Than a Love Story), was published by Concordia 
Publishing House. Some time ago, my editor approached me asking me to 
write an in-depth study on Proverbs 31:10–31. It has been a long process, as I 
was starting completely from scratch. My book on Ruth was based on my 
teaching outline from my deaconess field work and internship. I have learned 
a lot, though, and am about 2 chapters from finishing my initial manuscript. 
We would definitely appreciate your prayers as I finish this task, that we can 
continue to find a good balance as a family, and that the finished product 
would be of help to the Church. 

Let Us Pray . . . 

 In thanksgiving for Christ 
Jesus and his incarnational 
activity in the world 

 For a greater reverence and 
respect for religious liberty 
and living in accordance with 
conscience 

 For a joyous 2017 
 For continued blessing upon 

our work in Russia 
 For continued guidance for 

and blessing upon the 
Lukaskirche project, especially 
its catechetical work with 
migrants and asylum-seekers 
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To support the LCMS through the work of the Ahlmans, you may send a tax-
deductible gift to:  

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod  Mission Central 
P.O. Box 66861                                                     OR        40718 Highway E 16 
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 Mapleton, IA  51034 

Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod or LCMS. Include 
“Ahlman-Germany” in the memo line. Gifts can also be given securely online through 
the LCMS website at www.lcms.org/ahlman. 

 

 

 

 May God in Christ through the Spirit bless you now and forever.  
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