
Jauchzet, ihr Himmel; freue dich, Erde! Lobet, ihr Berge, mit Jauchzen! Denn 
der HERR hat sein Volk getröstet und erbarmt sich seiner Elenden 
(Lutherbibel 1984). 
 
Rejoice, you heavens; be glad, earth! Praise, you mountains, with rejoicing! For 
the Lord has comforted his people and has mercy upon his wretched ones 
(personal translation) 
 

—Is. 49,13 
 
It’s one thing to be talked to; it’s another thing to be talked about. 
 
Isaiah knows this, and that’s why––even for a brief moment––he proceeds not 
to talk to God’s wretched people, but instead to talk about them––to the 
heavens, the earth, the mountains, of all things. 
 
After all, Isaiah, more than anyone, knows that God’s wretched people have 
been “talked to” quite enough. And rightly so, of course. They’ve deserved it, 
with all their rebellion, all their idolatry. But now, with God continuing to be 
God and bringing His people to their knees in a way that only God can do, one 
more “talking to” would simply be unbearable––which makes, in this instance, 
being talked about rather relieving, and, come to think of it, rather liberating. 
 
At least in this brief instance, being talked about couldn’t be better. And, to top 
it off, there’s the heavens, the earth, and the mountains who are the collective 
audience. They’re the most sympathetic listenership in all of this fallen creation. 
They’re among the first to learn what God’s up to, the most eager to hear it, 
and the most ready to proclaim it. 
 
Well, actually, there’s one thing that could be better––being talked about, and 
being there to hear it: “Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people, 
with whom he is well–pleased”—and that, even on bended knee. 
 
We must say that the Son is the true Son of the true  
Father so that we may both worship Him and  
avoid condemnation as worshiping a false god. 
 
—Gregory of Nyssa, On the Faith 
 
Scott R. Murray, A Year with the Church Fathers:  
Meditations for Each Day of the Church Year (St. Louis: 
Concordia, 2011), 401 
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The heavens declare the glory of God, 
and the sky above proclaims his 
handiwork. 

Day to day pours forth speech, 
and night to night reveals 
knowledge. 

There is no speech, nor are there words, 
whose voice is not heard. 

Their voice goes out through all the 
earth, 

and their words to the end of the 
world. 

 
––Ps. 19.1–4 

 
 

 
 
 
 
O Wisdom, proceeding from the mouth 
of the Most High, pervading and 
permeating all creation, mightily 
ordering all things: 

Come and teach us the way of 
prudence. 

 
—Antiphon for December 17, 
Lutheran Service Book #462 
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Gut geklappt in Russland 
 
Chris had an extremely productive, fulfilling, and rewarding trip was had in 
Russia from the 12–19 November. The first portion was spent in Moscow, 
where Chris 1) held a masterclass for the Gnessin Secondary School, 2) held 
an interview with the School’s Public Relations Specialist, 3) performed a 
Gospel–laced organ recital, focusing upon the middle–period works of J. S. 
Bach’s Orgelbüchlein, for approximately 200 people, and 4) preached at a new 
Ingrian Lutheran congregation in Moscow, Sts. Peter and Paul Lutheran 
Church. From there he traveled to Saratov, where he 1) performed the same 
recital program at St. John’s Lutheran Church and 2) facilitated another 
masterclass at the Sobinov State Conservatory. Returning to Moscow, he gave 
a lecture on the confession of Christ in the early works of Bach’s 
Orgelbüchlein at the Gnessin Conversatory. As always, Chris was 
accompanied by his able translator, Aleksei Zubtsov. In everything, Christ was 
proclaimed and heard, and we pray that He may be clung to in faith. Please 
read more on the Eurasia Blog! http://eurasiablog.lcms.org/state-
conservatories-and-music-schools-in-russia-welcome-rev-dr-christopher-ahlman/ 

 
Ein Schritt weiter in Leipzig 
 
On 29 November our congregation in Leipzig took a positive, decisive step 
further in their congregational life and work in Lukaskirche. With one 
abstention among 32 otherwise affirmative votes, the congregation voted to 
proceed with the initial stage of necessary renovation of Lukaskirche. Work 
will begin addressing the main entry, the bathrooms and the envisioned 
Catechism room––all of which are in dire need of attention and repair. While 
such a vote begins such a process, on a deeper level, it reflects a high degree of 
commitment among the congregation to this project and its implications for 
its mission in Leipzig. We give thanks to God for this development, and we 
continue to pray for his guidance and blessing. 
 

Elizabeth’s Ecke 
 
I am continuing to work on keeping up with LCMS Eurasia Facebook page 
and Eurasia Blog posts for the region so that others may be aware of the work 
done throughout this vast region, and proclaim the Gospel at the same time. A 
new feature that has been going since September is the Guest Devotions on 
the final Wednesday of each month. These have provided wonderful new 
styles and Gospel proclamation from many of the LCMS and partner church 
pastors in our region. I am excited about the continuance of that project. 
 
The children are doing well. We’re looking forward to our first Christmas with 
Helene, and Matthias is learning to say “Christmas.” It sounds a bit more like 
“Commandments,” which is pretty funny. Thomas will once again participate 
with his school in the Praetorious Vespers, and he loves to sing all of that 
beautiful sacred music. Recently when speaking with a shocked friend, 
Thomas said that he prefers classical music to pop, though he enjoys both. We 
continue to add to our German Christmas traditions––this year with a 
Bergmann and Engel from the nearby Erzgebirge region in Saxony. 
 
 

Let Us Pray . . . 

 In thanksgiving that, baptized 
into Christ, we are God’s 
beloved children 

 For the pursuit of the 
common good among the 
leaders of our lawful 
governments 

 For relief from tyranny far 
and near 

 For a greater reverence and 
respect for religious liberty 
and living in accordance with 
conscience 

 For sheer confidence and joy 
during this Christmas season 
and the turn of the New Year 

 For continued blessing upon 
our work in Russia 

 For continued guidance for 
and blessing upon the 
Lukaskirche project 

 

 
 

Die Augustinerklosterkapelle,  
Erfurt, Germany 
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May God in Christ through the Spirit bless you now and forever.  
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To support the LCMS through the work of the Ahlmans, you may send a tax-
deductible gift to:  

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod  Mission Central 
P.O. Box 66861                                                     OR        40718 Highway E 16 
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 Mapleton, IA  51034 

Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod or LCMS. Include 
“Ahlman-Germany” in the memo line. Gifts can also be given securely online through 
the LCMS website at www.lcms.org/ahlman. 

 


