
Haben wir Gutes empfangen von Gott und sollten das Böse nicht auch 
annehmen? (Lutherbibel 1984) 
 
Have we received good from God and should we not also take on the bad? 
(personal translation) 
 

—Job 2,10 
 
To be sure, the narrative of Job is unfortunately often a mystery to those who 
endeavor to read it. To be more sure, however, once the narrative of Job is 
understood on its own terms (and not through a sanitized logical filter that 
often attempts to work around those terms or understand them through an 
alternative framework), it is a complete scandal. Consider the following 
sampling of issues: 
 
1. God brings Job to Satan’s attention (and not Satan to God’s), and bad 

things come Job’s way as a direct result; 
2. Such bad things are directly given to Job not in view of his sinfulness but in 

view of his faithfulness; 
3. The pious talk from Job’s three, then four, friends is lambasted by God as 

“not speaking rightly”, whereas the, at times, impious talk of Job is exalted 
by God as “speaking rightly”. 

 
It’s not hard to already see the scandal at work. As human beings, we’re 
challenged, perhaps troubled, by the stark illogic. As Christians, we’re 
threatened by a God who counters the narrative, who transcends prediction, 
who disenfranchises our piety quotient. That is, until God brings us to join 
company with Job, in some way: one’s livelihood tanks under societal pressure, 
or potential friendships don’t see the light of day—all on account of a confession 
of Christ Jesus. 
 
And then, you realize that that confession is inseparable from One Who was 
truly man, Who was entirely faithful and, thus, went  
through the ringer, and Who lives to tell about it—and 
Who will bring you, blessedly scandalized and all, to do  
the same. 
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Since also Jews ask for signs and Greeks 
seek after wisdom, yet we proclaim 
Christ crucified, indeed a scandal to Jews 
and foolishness to Greeks, but to those 
who are called—both Jews and Greeks, 
Christ is the power of God and the 
wisdom of God. For the foolishness of 
God is wiser than that of the sophistry of 
humanity and the weakness of God is 
stronger than the strength of humanity. 
 

—1 Corinthians 1,22-25 
 

 
 
Jesus, lead Thou on 
 Till our rest is won; 
And although the way be cheerless, 
We will follow calm and fearless. 
 Guide us by Thy hand 
 To our fatherland. 
 

—Jesus, Lead Thou On 
 stz. 1 

Lutheran Service Book #718 
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Eine kleine monatliche Änderung 
 
For various reasons, Chris decided it best to reserve his “Administrative 
Week”, during which he crafts and prepares the newsletters, from mid-month 
to end-of-month. Consequently, you’ll start to receive our monthly newsletter 
about one month prior to its indicated issuance month. While this may feel 
strange to you, or perhaps even a bit “pushy” time-wise, others of you—
especially church administrative assistants—will appreciate the letter reception 
well in advance of any newsletter deadline. No matter who you are, I hope that 
this doesn’t prove to be problematic. 
 
Despite the shorter timeframe, truly good things have been happening. After 
returning from Siberia, Chris took a few days to recover and regroup before 
the LCMS Eurasia Team Meeting in Prague, Czech Republic 17-21 August 
2015, in which the entire Ahlman family took part. We essentially 1) got 
reacquainted with other LCMS Eurasia missionaries and their families, 2) 
learned of their work and its joys and challenges in their particular locales, and 
3) participated in a rich series of liturgies, in which the Word of God was 
proclaimed and the Sacraments rightly administered. Upon returning to 
Leipzig, we’ve had long-overdue medical appointments and facilitated Helene’s 
German residence permit. In response to our ongoing initiative, Helene’s 
Social Security card was finally processed and delivered. And, yes, Thomas 
returned to school, this time as a 2nd grader! 
 
One exciting event, for which we’ve been preparing for many months, 
occurred on Sep. 6: the live broadcast of our Divine Service throughout 
Germany via Mitteldeutscher Rundfunk. To access both the story of this 
beautiful event as well as the online link to this event through 13 September 
2015, please consult this link: http://eurasiablog.lcms.org/st-
trinitatisgemeindes-divine-service-broadcast-on-german-television/. Christ was 
truly proclaimed, delivered, received, and confessed before many, for which we 
give thanks! 
 

Elizabeth’s Ecke 
 
The Eurasia Blog and Facebook page, as well as work on descriptions of 
projects taking place throughout the Eurasia region, continue to consume my 
work hours, of which Matthias is increasingly more jealous (he has no problem 
with me loving on Helene, just with me working). One fun new feature will be 
new devotional contributors for the Eurasia Blog Wednesday devotion both 
from among our missionary pastors, as well as from pastors in sister church 
bodies. The first will run on September 30, and will be written by Chris. There 
will be one guest writer per month. They will generally follow the lectionary.  
 
On a personal note, we have made new friends with a young family who has 
been visiting our church. We are now regularly spending Thursday afternoons 
with them, and hope to also do some fun outings on weekends as entire 
families (just the moms and the littlest ones meet up on Thursdays as Thomas 
is in school and the Daddys are working). This is an answer to prayer! Though 
native German, the parents are fluent in English from time spent in England, 
and it is such a treat to speak in English with them (we speak in German with 
the children). Thank you all for your continued prayers and support! 

Let Us Pray . . . 

 For thanksgiving for our 
being grafted into Christ 
through Baptism 

 For an increase of the Word 
of God in our hearts and 
minds 

 For a spirit of penitence 
 For the protection of the 

unborn in our communities 
and our nation 

 For a profound reawakening 
of respect for the lives of the 
unborn in developed societies 

 For the continued 
proclamation of the Gospel 
in Europe and Asia 

 In thanksgiving for the 
Lukaskirche Divine Service 
broadcast opportunity and 
reality 

 For honesty in education 
 For continued health in life 

and work 
 

 
 

Die Kapelle der Versöhnung 
(The Chapel of Reconciliation), 

Berlin-Mitte, Germany 
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May God in Christ through the Spirit bless you now and forever.  

 

 

 

  

   

Highlights from the 
Eurasia Blog 

 

 Eurasia Blog Wednesday 
Devotion: Beaten, Bloodied 
and Left for Dead 

 Upcoming Events for 
September 2015 

 Outreach Concert in Saratov, 
Russia Proclaims the Gospel 

 

To support the LCMS through the work of the Ahlmans, you may send a tax-deductible 
gift to:  

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod  Mission Central 
P.O. Box 66861                                                     OR        40718 Highway E 16 
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 Mapleton, IA  51034 

Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod or LCMS. Include 
“Ahlman-Germany” in the memo line. Gifts can also be given securely online through 
the LCMS website at www.lcms.org/ahlman. 
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