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In that day that the Lord shall set His hand again the second time to recover the remnant of His people … He will set up a banner 
for the nations, and will assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth. 

Isaiah 11:11-12 
No. 7, Mid-Lent, 2015, week of Laetare  Sunday  
Dear Friends in Christ, 

In the middle of Lent, a season of deep repentance, I am reminded of my 
daughter’s wedding, which took place on the 4th Sunday in Lent in 2006. She 
had to make her case with the pastor to have her wedding during Lent, even 
though weddings are not usually conducted during this season. She said, “The 
Sundays IN Lent are not Sundays OF Lent. Therefore they are not Lenten days 
(The number of days from Ash Wednesday to Easter is 46, but if you subtract 
the Sundays it equals 40; cf. Matt. 4:1-11), but Sundays like every other, on 
which the joy of Christ’s victory over sin, death and the devil is celebrated.” 
Her pastor agreed. Besides, purple is her favorite color! J  

This year this same 4th Sunday in Lent is a joyous day for Peggy and me. We 
have received our marching orders to move to Prague and take up our duties in the 
mission field to which we have been sent. It is a joyous time for us. Thanks to your commitment to our work we are on 
our way! Thank you so much for your prayers and support. Without you, we can do nothing. But with you and your help 
we go together! 

Before we comment on the Word of God for this mid-Lent Sunday, let me tell you what is immediately before us: 
April 8th I will fly to Prague in the Czech Republic to look for housing for Peggy and me. I will have the opportunity to 
meet with our English speaking congregation in Prague, as well as many of our brothers and sisters in Christ in the Czech 
churches in Plzen, Prague, and Brno. 
April 23rd - 30th Luther Academy, for which I serve as the Regional Academic Fellow for Europe, will sponsor two 
conferences. The Rev. Dr. Robert Bennett, director of Luther Academy will arrive in Prague as the keynote speaker for  
theological conferences to be held in Prague and Poland for 60-70 pastors from 5 different Slavic Lutheran church bodies. 
The theme is Demon Possession: Viewed and Experienced by the Lutheran Reformation, and Viewed and Experienced in the Modern Era. 
Dr. Petr Hlavacek, PhD, of the Czech Lutheran congregation in Prague and the head of the history department at Charles’ 
University, Prague, will also lecture on Demon Possession and Exorcism during the Middle Ages and How the Nascent Lutheran 
Church Reacted to it. It promises to be a fruitful conference.  
May 2nd - 8th I will attend the dedication of the newly purchased and renovated Latin School in Wittenberg. What a 
blessing this will be for Confessional Lutheran witness in the heart of Europe! After that I will take LCMS vice-president, 
the Rev. Dr. Scott Murray and his wife, along with LCMS mission recruiter, the Rev. Dan McMiller, back to Prague with 
me to see the mission work being done in the Czech Republic. 
May 13th I will return to the USA in order to make final plans for our departure to Prague, where I will take up my duties 
as Associate Regional Director of Missions in Eurasia. 

It is all so very exciting that it doesn’t seem to fit the somber tone of Lent. But even 
the early church could not contain her joy during this penitential season as she sings on 
the 4th Sunday in Lent, Laetare:  
Introit: Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad with her, all you who love her;  

       Rejoice for joy with her, all you who mourn for her. 
I was glad when they said to me, 
 Let us go into the house of the LORD (Is. 66:10; Ps. 122:1). 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son ✠ and to the Holy Spirit; 
  As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad with her, all you who love her;  

 Rejoice for joy with her, all you who mourn for her. 
A Sermon on John 6:1-14 for Laetare  Sunday 

Lent is a season of climbing mountains. It starts with Jesus being “led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be 
tempted by the devil” (Mt 4:1). After fasting 40 days, the tempter seized upon His hunger as bait for the first temptation of  
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Christ. When that didn’t work, he took Jesus up higher to the pinnacle of the Temple and tempted Him to throw Himself 
down to prove Himself the Son of God. When that didn’t work, “the devil took Him up on an exceedingly high mountain” 
(Mt 4:9) where he offered Jesus all the kingdoms of the world if He would just bow down and worship him. With each 
temptation the intensity was turned up … but Jesus never faltered. 

On Lent 2, Jesus tests the faith of the Canaanite woman, who came pleading for her demon-possessed daughter. Here 
we find a similar gathering of intensity. First, her faith was met with the silent treatment. When that didn’t t dissuade her, 
Jesus implied that she was not one of the chosen people of God, to whom He was sent to save. And when even that didn’t 
stop her, the intensity was turned up full blast. Jesus outright calls her a Gentile dog, unworthy of the children’s bread. 
Exhausted, she reached the height of intensity. But it was this intensity in trial that brought her faith to that maturity 
expressed by her masterful words, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs which fall from their masters’ table” (Mt 
15:27), to which Jesus had to reply, “O woman, great is your faith! Let it be to you as you desire” (Mt 15:28). 

And we are still only half way through Lent. We have not even begun the trek down the mountain into the valley of 
our Lord’s passion and back up that steepest mountain of all - Mt. Calvary - the scene of the utmost suffering, the Holy 
Cross, our Lord utterly forsaken by God Himself for our sins. We need a rest. We need refreshment, or we will faint along 
the way. But Jesus knows our need: “For he was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin.” And we have a “High 
Priest” who can “sympathize with our weaknesses” (Heb. 4:15).  

To reflect this sympathy for our weakness, the ancient Church has included a day at the halfway mark in Lent as a 
Sunday of Refreshment along our Lenten climb. The early Church called it Laetare, or the Sunday of Joy, from the opening 
words of Isaiah, Laetare Jerusalem, “Rejoice, O Jerusalem, and be glad.”  

Just as the 5000 received refreshment on that mount by the hand of Jesus, so the faithful, “who trust in the LORD, are 
like Mount Zion, which cannot be moved, but abides forever.” They rejoice because they receive refreshment too. They 
sing with the prophets of old: “‘Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; He 
will teach us His ways, and we shall walk in His paths.’ For out of Zion the instruction shall go forth, and the word of the 
Lord from Jerusalem” (Is 2:3 & Mi 4:2).  

The traditional vestments worn by Lutheran pastors on this Sunday include a rose colored chasuble, to match the other 
altar paraments of the day. But pink? Really? Well, as the liturgically correct would say, “Real men do wear pink on Laetare 
Sunday!” Pink or not, we do rejoice: “Let Us Go into the House of the LORD!” 

The miraculous feeding of the 5000 is a veritable picture of the joy of the Christian going into the house of the LORD. 
This time Jesus draws the multitude up the mountain, not to test their faith, but to give them refreshment. The only testing 
would be that of the Twelve. It was a test concerning what He would send them to do as His Apostles after His passion, 
death, and resurrection; what their chief work would be, namely, the proclamation of the Gospel of forgiveness, and where 
its power to save comes from. 

Of course, they would also preach repentance, even as Jesus admonished the crowed that wanted to make Him into a 
bread king. When they tried this Jesus removed His presence from them; He took away their refreshment as “He departed 
again to the mountain by Himself alone.” And later He would admonish them with a harsh rebuke: “Most assuredly, I say 
to you, you seek Me, not because you saw the signs, but because you ate of the loaves and were filled. Do not labor for the 
food which perishes, but for the food which endures to everlasting life, which the Son of Man will give you, because God 
the Father has set His seal on Him” (Jn 6:26-27). 

Yes, among the 5000 many were not interested in what the miracle pointed to, but only in what worldly advantage they 
might gain through it; like the Palm Sunday crowd that cried, “Hosanna!” when they thought Jesus would deliver them 
from their political enemies. And when He did not, their cries turned quickly to shouts of “Crucify Him!”  

And while it is necessary to hear the law thunder against us so that we might repent, nevertheless, the proper work of 
the Apostolic Ministry is the feeding of the 5000, i.e., the preaching of the Gospel in Word and Sacrament. The law can 
only show us our need, but the Gospel can fill it with the grace and mercy of God in Christ.  

In our text, this Gospel is detailed most strikingly. The mountain, where Jesus was sitting with His disciples, represents 
the Holy Christian Church, the place where He is found waiting for all who are glad to hear it said, “Let us go into the 
house of the LORD.” The reference to Passover is a prelude to our Lord’s sacrifice on the Cross, as the true Passover 
Lamb, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. As we sing in Luther’s great Easter Hymn: “Here our true 
Paschal Lamb we see, / whom God so freely gave us; / He died on the accursed tree—so strong His love—to save us. / 
See, His blood now marks our door; / faith points to it, death passes o’er, / and Satan cannot harm us” (LSB 458:5).  

Next comes the test of the disciples. Jesus knew what He would do, but he asks His disciples what they would  
do to feed such a multitude. By themselves, they come up with human solutions only. Philip did the math but it didn’t add 
up. Andrew despaired, unable to think of anything. By this exercise Jesus wanted His disciples to know that as apostles and 
ministers of the mysteries of God, the success of the Gospel would not depend on their reason or strength, their gimmicks 
or programs, but on the Word of God alone. 

I remember once listening to an interview of a priest on who the next pope would be after John Paul II died. He 
mentioned the wild speculations—wishful thinking really—of a Washington Post journalist, who was making waves with 
his suggestion that the College of Cardinals should choose a nun to be the next pope. He said, “handing leadership to a 



woman – and in particular, to a nun – would vastly strengthen Catholicism, help the church solve some of its immediate 
problems and inspire many who have left the church to look at it with new eyes.” The interviewed priest likened such 
thinking to Philip trying to figure out how to feed 5000 with 5 loaves and two fishes. “Besides,” he quipped, “all the 
protestant churches have already tried their hand at changing the Church’s doctrine in order to gain members in our 
modern age. They are all far smaller than the Church of Rome, and shrinking at an alarming rate. The pope is not there to 
change the Church’s teaching, but to uphold and preserve it.”  

Too bad this guy wasn’t around when John Huss was condemned to death by the Inquisition for defending the Word 
of Christ concerning His Holy Supper. For the only power to convert people to Christ is His Word alone, as our own 
Lutheran Catechism confesses: “I cannot by my own reason and strength believe in JX my Lord or come to Him. But the 
Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts (the means of grace, the Word of God’s forgiveness 
in Christ, and the Sacraments He instituted in His Word), sanctified and kept me in the true faith, just as He calls, gathers, 
enlightens and sanctifies the whole Xian Church on earth and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith” (SC 2:3). 

This ministry of Word and Sacrament is the place where Jesus tells his disciples to “Make the people sit down.” For 
“there was much grass in this place.” That is, where Christ is, where His Word and His Sacraments are at work, there, like 
in a lush field, is a green field of the life-giving grace of God in Christ Jesus, who gives it freely.  

Now comes the miracle: By His Word and Command He multiplies the loaves and fishes, as St. John says in his 
Gospel: “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us … full of grace and truth … For from his fullness we have all 
received, grace upon grace. For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ” (Jn 1:14-17). 

This Jesus then “distributed them to the disciples, and the disciples to those sitting down; and likewise of the fish, as 
much as they wanted.” It is all that His apostles and we pastors need, and more, as they gathered up the fragments that 
remained, “and filled twelve baskets (representing the ministry of the Twelve) with the fragments of the five barley loaves 
which were left over by those who had eaten.”  

The ancient Church Fathers (e.g. Theophylact) say that the five loaves stand for the five senses; that through the 
Gospel in Word and the Sacrament, God makes His appeal to reconcile us to Himself (cf. 2 Cor 5:20) on our terms; 
according to our senses. With the 5 senses we are made to grasp the invisible God. As Jesus says, “No one can come to me 
unless the Father who sent me draws him. And I will raise him up on the last day” (Jn 6:44). He draws them by reaching 
into them in ways they can grasp with their senses.  

The two fishes stand for Christ Himself, the Word made flesh, His divine and human natures, embodied in the one 
person of Christ, and revealed by the Word of Scripture, divine in its inerrant, infallible content, breathed into His chosen 
Apostles in a perfect form down to the last letter; a flawless body of writing.  

No fragments of the fishes are collected, for Christ always remains whole and complete and is given whole and 
complete to all the faithful, through the 5 senses: In Baptism, as the water is poured on, “The blood of Jesus cleanses us 
from all sins” (1 Jn 1:7) appealing to our sense of touch, as the Word connected with the water soaks in. Again, with the 
laying on of hands the word of forgiveness enters the ears while the touch of the minister’s hand tells you that this means 
you, personally and individually. Again, the preaching of Christ given into death for your offenses and raised again for your 
justification before God appeals to the ears through which it enters the heart and mind. And the Sacrament of Christ’s holy 
body and blood appeals to all the senses at once as you hear His word sound over the bread and cup, “Take, eat and drink. 
This is my Body … This is my Blood … given and poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.” Then you kneel before 
His very body and blood in the earthly elements seen, smelled, tasted, and felt. And you are made whole again with Him. 

 What effect did the feeding of the 5000 have on those who heard the Word of Jesus and partook of that food, which 
multiplied before their very eyes? “Then those men, when they had seen the sign that Jesus did, said, “This is truly the 
Prophet who is to come into the world.” The very same thing is true for you today, as you gather around your Savior on 
the mountain green of the one Holy Christian and Apostolic Church to hear His Gospel and “taste and see that the LORD 
is good!” (Ps. 34:8). Therefore “Laetare! Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad with her, all you who love her; Rejoice for joy 
with her, all you who mourn for her; I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go into the house of the LORD.’”  
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

Remember, the missionaries of the LCMS are responsible for raising 100% of the funding goals assigned to them by 
the Office of International Missions for their position. There is so much to do! There are still many who hunger and thirst 
for righteousness and desire to be fed with the 5000. The Bible says (cf. above, Is. 11:11-12), there is still room at the table. 
You are a guest, too. Please consider supporting the work of gathering that remnant of which you are a part, that with you 
they may eat and be filled. God grant it for Jesus’ sake Thank you for your prayers and support! It is a labor of love!  
Yours in Christ,  
 
 
Rev. James and Peggy Krikava 
Missionary and Associate Regional Director for LCMS Missions in Eurasia 
P.S. ALSO, GIFTS CAN BE SENT TO OUR FRIENDS AT:  
MISSION CENTRAL  / 40718 HIGHWAY E-16 / MAPLETON, IOWA   51034 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 


