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In that day that the Lord shall set His hand again the second time to recover the remnant of His people … He will set up a banner 
for the nations, and will assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth. 

Isaiah 11:11-12 
No. 6, Lent, 2015  
Dear Friends in Christ,  
12 Praise the LORD, O Jerusalem! Praise your God, O Zion! 

15 He sends out his command to the earth; His word runs swiftly. 
16 He gives snow like wool; He scatters frost like ashes. 
17 He hurls down His crystals of ice like crumbs;  

Who can stand before His cold? 
18 He sends out His word, and melts them; 

He makes His wind blow and the waters flow. Psalm 147 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son ✠ and to the Holy Spirit; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
12 Praise the LORD, O Jerusalem! Praise your God, O Zion!  

Living in New England this winter has been challenging, especially as we seek to advance the mission 
work that awaits Peggy and me in the fields of Eurasia. We are just now crawling out of the last foot of snow 
a couple days ago, and today one more inch or so. Our New England Churches were closed last Sunday as 
we dug ourselves out again and again … and again. And out in Brewster, where we live, they’re just not 
prepared for it! Out here on Cape Cod they “beat their pickup trucks into snowplows and their clam rakes 
into scoop shovels. Town shall not lower plow blade for town; neither shall they learn snow anymore!” J 
Even the image of heavy snow does not escape our Lord’s attention, though. In our Psalm the amount of 
snow is likened to the wool harvest – the shearing of the sheep before the spring thaw. Their winter coats are 
thick and deep. “Snow like wool” means a lot of it. And “frost like ashes,” well, we know what that means, 
too. It’s cold out there! It’s a killing cold that goes to the bone; a cold we can’t warm ourselves against. 

But what does the Psalmist say of the God who “scatters frost like ashes” and “hurls down His crystals 
of ice like crumbs”? He comes not only with the brute force of divine majesty that frightens, but with that 
same power wrapped in love: “He [the LORD] sends out His word, and melts them; He makes His wind blow 
and the waters flow.” The ashes mixed with oil, thumbed on your forehead on Ash Wednesday, with the 
words, “from dust you are, and to dust you shall return” (Genesis 3:19), are cold words, words of deep thick 
Law, words of judgment and condemnation because of sin. But the words, “He sends out”, are a warm wind, 
a wind that melts the cold of death and makes the water of life flow again. Even as the prophet Isaiah adds, 
“‘Come now, and let us reason together,’ Says the Lord, ‘Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as 
white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall be as wool’” (Is. 1:18).  

The LORD can turn even this chill of condemnation under the Law into one of Gospel - white as the 
driven snow and made warm as wool. Martin Luther saw such Law-Gospel exchanges in Scripture as 
pointing ultimately to Jesus, by whose Cross the perfect Man is reduced to ashes while imperfect mankind is 
raised from the dust in His snow white righteousness and purity forever. In a letter of comfort and 
encouragement to a fellow pastor, he brings this out: “My dear Friar, learn Christ and him crucified. Learn to 
praise him and, despairing of yourself, say, ‘Lord Jesus, you are my righteousness, just as I am Your sin. 
You have taken upon Yourself what is mine and have given to me what is Yours. You have taken upon 
Yourself what you were not and have given to me what I was not.’ Beware of aspiring to such purity that you 
will not wish to be looked upon as a sinner, or to be one. For Christ dwells only in sinners. On this account 
He descended from heaven … to dwell among sinners. Meditate on this love of His and you will see His 
sweet consolation. For why was it necessary for Him to die if we can obtain a good conscience by our works 
and afflictions? Accordingly you will find peace only in Him and only when you despair of yourself and 



your own works. Besides, you will learn from Him that just as He has received you, so He has made your 
sins his own and has made His righteousness yours” (LW 48:12-13). 

Ash Wednesday marks 40 days before Easter, not including the Sundays, which, while more somber, are 
always non-fasting days, as Jesus says, “Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and 
I will raise him up on the last day. For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink. Whoever feeds on 
my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in him” (Jn 6:54-56). The 40 days of Lent remind us of our 
Lord’s 40 days in the wilderness, tempted by the devil in our place and overcoming him for us. This is how 
His work began and this is how it would end. As we draw week by week closer to Holy Week and the 
Passion of our Lord, we are drawn ever nearer to Him, ever nearer to His suffering for us, ever nearer to His 
victory on the Holy Cross for us: “It is finished!” (Jn 19:30), He said from the cross. And so it was, not just 
for Him, but for you and me, so that St. Paul can confidently declare: “‘Death is swallowed up in victory.’ 
‘O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?’ The sting of death is sin, and the power of 
sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 15:54-57). 

This is how we contemplate the cross of our Savior. We need to see it in order to grasp the extent our 
loving God was committed to in saving His fallen people. Become accustomed to viewing your Savior on the 
Cross. It is no more an image of snow and cold and ashes, but one of purity and warmth and living water. It 
is our salvation. As St. Paul said over and over: “For the word of the cross is folly to those who are 
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God” (1 Cor. 1:18), therefore, “we preach Christ 
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, 
Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the 
weakness of God is stronger than men” (1 Cor. 1:23-25). And so, “Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed 
among you as crucified” (Gal. 3:1). 

So, let it snow, let it snow, let it snow! For we, who are in Christ Jesus, know that the cold and ice of 
death are defeated by the Crucified, and the warm breath of our forgiving and loving God flow from His 
cross through the Word of absolution and the Sacraments of living water flowing from His riven side, along 
with His Body and Blood given and poured out for you for the forgiveness of all your sins. May He bless 
your Lent as you draw nearer and nearer to your redemption. Amen.  
Update:  

Dec. 31, 2014  Preached on the Name of Jesus at Zion Lutheran in Albert Lea, MN 
Jan. 4, 2015  Preached at Zion Lutheran, Albert Lea, MN, for the Feast of the Epiphany of our Lord 

and gave a mission presentation on the work of the LCMS in Eurasia. Dear beloved in 
the Lord at Zion: It warmed my heart not only to see your zeal for the Lord’s mission to 
the people of the world, but to finally be able to preach in my own home town after 
being so many years away rom home! 

Jan. 6, 2015  Meeting with Gary Theis of Mission Central in Mapleton, IA. Thanks to all of you  
       Mission Central folks working hard for our LCMS missions in Eurasia! 

Jan. 25, 2015  Preached at Gethsemane Lutheran in Hackettstown, NJ, on the Festival of the 
Conversion of St. Paul and gave a mission presentation on the work of the LCMS in 
Eurasia. What a joy to meet with such a mission-minded congregation out here on the 
East Coast! 

Jan. 29, 2015 Off to Houston, Texas! On Jan. 30-31 I attended the annual meeting 
of Luther Academy, a Confessional Lutheran Institute dedicated to 
serving missions worldwide with theological conferences for 
indigenous pastors in our mission fields. I serve as the European 
Regional Fellow for the academy. During my 3-year term we have 
organized two conferences in Prague, Czech Republic – the first, 
commemorating the anniversary of the Augsburg Confession in 
June, 2013, on Lutheran Ecclesiology: What is Essential and What 
is Peripheral, featuring guest lecturer, the Rev. Dr. Charles Evanson; the second, on the 
History of Lutheranism in Bohemia and Moravia from the Reformation to the Present, 
commemorating the 20th anniversary of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of the 
Augsburg Confession in the Czech Republic (Oct. 2013), featuring guest lecturers from 
Austria, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, and the USA. In 2014 we put on a conference in 



Czech-Silesia for indigenous pastors from 5 different Lutheran bodies from the Czech 
Republic, Poland, and Slovakia. The theme centered on the success of the Gospel in the 
Czech lands through Lutheran liturgy and hymnody, as well as through the Lutheran 
understanding of the Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Guest speaker, Dr. 
Christopher Boyd Brown, professor of church history at Boston University, was the 
keynote speaker, speaking on his book, Singing the Gospel. Other lecturers from 
Slovakia, the Czech Republic, and the USA also presented. Several of the lectures have 
been selected for publication in the Lutheran Theological Annual of the Luther Society, 
a Czech non-profit organization for the promotion of the 
life and teachings of Dr. Martin Luther. Coming up in 
April, 2015, we will host another conference in Poland. 
The topic for these lecturers is demon-possession – past 
and present. The keynote speak will be the new director 
of Luther Academy, the Rev. Dr. Robert Bennett. 

Feb. 1, 2015 Preached at Memorial Lutheran Church, Houston, TX, on Epiphany 4 and gave a  
 mission presentation on the work of the LCMS in Eurasia. Thank you, members and  
 pastors of Memorial for your support of our work. What a joy to have such partners in  

 the Gospel as you! Have a listen: http://www.mlchouston.org/filerequest/1796.mp3 
Feb. 2-3, 2015 Stuck in Texas due to snow in Boston! I can’t think of a better place to be stranded than  
 Houston. My host family, Scott and Noreen Linke, put me up the whole time. They  

were so gracious, giving definition to Christian hospitality! 
On Sunday after service, they took me to a Nigerian Super 
Bowl Party at the home of African missionary, Rev. Charles 
Wokoma. We had goat soup and other Nigerian delights that 
were fantastic … that is, if you like heat! … and I mean heat! 
If you are taking the purple pill, you should stay away from 
this stuff, but I, who inherited my Grandmother’s German 
stomach, loved it. AND, when the Patriots won, even those Nigerian-Seattle fans 
congratulated my team from Boston. How could they not? J 

Feb. 8, 2015 Preached at First Lutheran Church, Boston, MA, on Epiphany 5 and gave a  
 mission presentation on the work of the LCMS in Eurasia. Thank you, members and  
 pastor of FLC for your support of our work. If you are ever in Boston, don’t miss church  
 at FLC. The Gospel is preached in its truth and purity and the music is heavenly. The  
 Cantor, Maestro Balint Karosi, is Organist, Choir Director, Composer, and Church  
 Musician. His improvised introduction to the opening hymn, “Thy Strong Word did  
 Cleave the Darkness” reminded me of the archangel, Vince Wilfork (NE Patriot  
 defensive tackle), charging into the church ready to ruff up the devil for trying to cancel  
 our service with his huffing and puffing blizzard that hit that morning. Thanks, Balint!  
The missionaries of the LCMS are responsible for raising 100% of the funding for their position. There is 

so much to do! The world is becoming increasingly evil! Christians are again facing the heat of martyrdom! 
But as the Bible says (cf. our motto above, Is. 11:11-12), there will always be a remnant. You are that 
remnant, too. Please consider supporting the work of gathering that remnant of which you are a part. It is a 
labor of love! A love that melts the snow! Thank you for your prayers and support!  
Yours in Christ,  
 
 
Rev. James and Peggy Krikava 
Missionary and Associate Regional Director for LCMS Missions in Eurasia 
P.S. Don’t forget to check us out on Facebook: LCMS - Goin’ Home 
P.S.S.	  ALSO,	  GIFTS	  CAN	  BE	  SENT	  TO	  OUR	  FRIENDS	  AT:	  	  
MISSION	  CENTRAL	  	  /	  40718	  HIGHWAY	  E-‐16	  /	  MAPLETON,	  IOWA	  	  	  51034 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


