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In that day that the Lord shall set His hand again the second time to recover the remnant of His people … He will set up a banner 
for the nations, and will assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the 

earth.    Isaiah 11:11-12  
No. 5, Christmas, 2014  
Dear Friends in Christ, 

At the stroke of mid-night, on the night before the night before Christmas I 
arrived at our house in Brewster, MA, on Cape Cod. My dear wife, Peggy, picked 
me up at the bus stop for the final 15 mile leg of the journey home from the 
mission field in the Czech Republic and Poland (4 hr. train ride from Poland to 
Prague, 1 hr. flight to Zurich and a 2 hour transfer at the airport, 8½ hr. flight to 
Boston, 1 hr. at customs, 2 hr. bus ride to Cape Cod, 15 miles by car). I fell into 
bed, but jetlag kept me from a good night’s sleep. I woke up in a fog at 5 a.m., 
still feeling the added 6 hours of Central European time. “Get up! Go for a walk!” I said to myself. It’s not 
wintery here, just rainy, foggy, blah - a perfect match to how I was feeling. I grabbed a flashlight and went. I 
made it to the beach, about a kilometer from our house. The North Atlantic wasn’t very inviting. But it woke 
me up, at least, a little. As I looked east, I dreamed about my latest trip to the Old World, visiting the old 
Lutheran provinces of Silesia, Poland, Moravia, and Bohemia (now parts of Poland or the Czech Republic). 
It was such a successful trip, and for many reasons, which I would like to share with you. 

As I gazed into the mist over Cape Cod Bay, I felt like I had stepped into Charles Dicken’s “A Christmas 
Carol.” Yes, I was bundled up, but instead of sweatpants, I was still in my flannel pajama bottoms! Oops J! 
No matter, it was still pretty dark and no one was out and about. I stood there in dreamland, thinking about 
the last two weeks. I thought, “As fetching as Dickens is in our American society, in our LCMS Eurasia 
mission field, we have “A Christmas Carol” so much more profound - one founded on the incarnation of God 
the Son in the person of Jesus, the Christ-Child, who, “true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and 
also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, 
purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil, not with gold or silver, but 
with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death, in order that I may be His own, and 
live under Him in His kingdom, and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, 
even as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. This is most certainly true” (Small Catechism II). 

This is reflected in the Czech National Christmas Carol, “Narodil se Kristus Pán” (Christ the Lord is 
Born). This 15th century Czech carol is in our own 
Hymnal, The Lutheran Service Book (LSB). Perhaps 
due to the richness of our Lutheran Christmas carols, 
this one often gets passed over. Not surprising either. 
The English translation is a bit weak and even the 
LSB rendering of the melody has removed the raised 
forth step in the first line. The raised fourth is unique 
to the Lydian mode, or Tone 3, which, during the 
middle ages gave a song its Gospel recognition (e.g., 
the liturgical chant for the Words of Consecration in 
the Sacrament of the Altar use the same “Lydian” 

Tone 3 used for chanting the Holy Gospel in the Divine Service). So, now, open your LSB hymnbook to 
number 381. Compare it to the below, which is a more literal translation of the Czech text. Maybe its depth 
will make you want to try adding it to your Christmas devotion: 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Before leaving the Czech Republic for the third time in three months, I attended a Christmas concert at 
St. Michael’s Lutheran Church of Prague. The musicians were members of a Renaissance ensemble named 
after St. Cecilia, the Roman Catholic patron saint of music. But legend has it that before St. Cecilia was 
martyred for her faith, her torturers plucked out her eyes. Well, this musical group consisted of mostly blind 
members. The leader of the group was our own Martin Vítek, blind from birth, and a member of St. 
Michael’s Lutheran congregation in Prague. Martin was the MC for the group and his introductory words 
concerning Luther’s understanding of the incarnation, Christmas, redemption, etc. was enough to bring tears 
to your eyes. What a witness and confession of faith! Before 
playing a piece by J.S. Bach, he said, “Not to provoke any-
one, but did you know that Bach was a Lutheran?” Everyone 
giggled. Afterward, I heard people saying, “Those Lutherans 
are truly so dear.” It reminded me of that famous report of 
Tertullian (2nd cent. A.D.). The pagan world of that time 
marveled in astonishment at their Christian counterparts: 
“See how they love one another.” This also speaks to our 
Lutheran witness in the Czech lands! The beat goes on!  

Then, on Sunday, I attended the St. Michael’s 
children’s Christmas service. The Church was mobbed, 
and the children played their parts admirably. 

On the Thursday evening before this, I also had the 
opportunity to travel to Plzen (60 miles west of Prague) to 
attend a Bible Study of the Lutheran congregation there. 
What a thrill it was for me … the best Christmas present any pastor could ask 
for. You see, everyone in this picture was baptized and/or instructed by me; 
including pastor Tomáš Živný, who was also confirmed and ordained during 
my time as a missionary in the Czech field. 

This was just the end of our trip - the Christmas bonus, you might say. 
The main reason for my trip this time, however, was to travel to Czech and 
Polish Silesia in the NE part of the Czech Republic to attend a pastoral 
conference of the Silesian Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession 
(SCEAV) and a conference of the Silesian Diakonia. I was privileged to 
travel with LCMS pastors, Rev. Tony Booker, pastor of St. Michael’s English 
speaking congregation in Prague and regional director for Eurasia missions, 
Rev. Peter Lange, pastor of St. John’s Lutheran in Topeka, KS, and first vice 
president of the KS district, Rev. Dr. Al Collver, LCMS director of church 
relations, Deaconesses Grace Rao and Dorothy Krans, and Lutheran 
Women’s Missionary League (LWML) president, Kay Kreklau. 

On Monday, Dec. 15, Dr. Al Collver and I spoke on the theology of 

	  
1 Christ the- Lord today was born; – Alleluia! – from the Rose a flow’r has bloomed. – Alleluia! 

Refrain: From the Virgin Mary of the Royal fam’ly, born for us, born for us! 
2 It was- prophesied of old, – Alleluia! – God would send Him to the world. – Alleluia! Refrain  
3 God was- pleased to take upon … – Alleluia! – human nature as his own – Alleluia! Refrain 
4 Goli-ath1 is robbed of power; – Alleluia! – mankind is redeemed fore’er. – Alleluia! Refrain 
5 God’s Son- was incarnate – Alleluia! – to save sinners from death – Alleluia! Refrain 
6 From heav’n to earth He did descend – Alleluia! – to redeem us from our sin – Alleluia! Refrain 
7 He lived- with us as poor and meek – Alleluia! – suff’ring cold and poverty – Alleluia! Refrain 
8 He took humiliation, – Alleluia! – that He win us heaven. – Alleluia! Refrain 
9 Lord of- lords and Name of names –Alleluia!– He for us endured our shame – Alleluia! Refrain 
10 Son of- God the Father – Alleluia! – ’giv’n an earthly mother – Alleluia! Refrain  
1 In place of Goliath some manuscripts have Belial, referring to the devil, whom Goliath also typifies. 



mercy. Dr. Collver presented on the Biblical view of mercy and my paper was on mercy in pastoral care 
through confession and absolution. 

 
 

http://abc3miscellany.blogspot.com/search?updated-min=2014-01-01T00:00:00-06:00&updated-max=2015-
01-01T00:00:00-06:00&max-
results=27 

Here is our audience: We had a 
lot of good feed-back on our 
presentations and have already 
been invited back for next year. 

There are lots of possibilities 
for future work both here in Silesia 
and in the Czech Republic 
generally.  

 We are being blessed with 
open doors all over the place. We 
so look forward to getting settled 
permanently in this mission field. 
After three months of non-stop 
mission field travel, Peggy and I 
will now be able to devote 
ourselves again to mission 
advancement work and eventual 
deployment. 

But in this we need you help. 
When it comes to mission support, you yourself become a missionary of sorts. Without you, the work cannot 
go forward. Therefore, we ask you to take up the mantle with us. Pray for the Lord’s Harvest being prepared 
for us in the Eurasia Region. Consider becoming a permanent sponsor of our work and vision. We are 
convinced that the Lord has opened a door to us here in this part of the world. The work is not easy. For 
nearly a century some of these dear children of God were under the influence of an evil empire. Faith 
dwindled. Hope was extinguished. Will you walk through this doorway with us? When you do, you will be a 
part of that proclamation of the everlasting Gospel to those whose eyes have not seen nor ears heard nor 
hearts imagined what God has prepared for those who love Him (cf. Cor. 1:9ff). 

Please join us! Be brave in your faith! Be bold in your witness! Consider joining us in this exciting work 
of proclaiming the Christ-Child in the Manger, the Christ who gave Himself for us, the Christ who died for 
us and rose again to proclaim His victory, the Christ who still appears to us with His grace and forgiveness 
through Word and Sacrament. Yes, “always be prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a 
reason for the hope that is in you; yet with gentleness and respect” (1 Pt. 3:15). 

May our dear Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, grant you a blessed and Merry Christmas!  
Yours in Christ,  
 
 
Rev. James and Peggy Krikava 
Missionary and Associate Regional Director for LCMS Missions in Eurasia 
 
P.S. Don’t forget to check us out on Facebook: LCMS - Goin’ Home 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


